ON  EDUCATION

been full with prior needs; with the creation of a primary
and post-primary educational system, with the develop-
ments indicated by the Hadow and Spens Reports. Next
presumably will come compulsory part-time education for
all, long overdue and urgently required. That reform will
force adult education into immediate view and make it
easier to achieve. Keep people in contact with education
to 18, and they are more likely to wish to continue or resume
it later; and they will find it less difficult to do so. The
P.H.S. has suffered because nearly all its pupils had left
school at 14, and were resuming academic work after being
out of contact with it for four years or longer. Part-time
education to 18 will keep alive the habit of book learning,
and the student at an adult school will no longer find him-
self among tools whose use he has almost forgotten. While
our future educational development thus automatically
brings adult education into the foreground, economic
conditions give an exceptional chance for its development
on residential lines. There will be no need to build colleges.
All over the country great houses will be vacant, calling
for occupation, purchasable for a song. Why should not
each Local Education Authority start its own House of
Education? It need not follow the exact lines of the P.H.S.,
if that is found impracticable* It might be used for week-
ends, or for weeks, of study, for educational or other
conferences. Out of small beginnings great developments
might grow.